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Clova, The Mount, 

Leatherhead, ■Surr©3^, 

P6th. December, 1935 

Uy dear Ho It turn, .-f , 

Very many thanks indeed for all the great 
trouble which you hare taken to launch the Dictionary/' 
in Kalaya* Your kind review is gresctiy’^ appreciated. 

I have had from the Crown Agents copies of what 
the Malay .Mail has said and wlB-t. the Times of Cey/'lcn has 
said. Both give the Dictionary a column of average 
newspaper value* 

The Crown Agents have only 15 copies on hand* They 
will not he able to meet the demand here. I have 

always understood that publishers issu/ing, say'', 2000 
copies, have 1000 cr fewer/ bound up to meet the first 
demend and bind up the rest. a.s the first se3,l* It 
never occurred to m.e that the publishing of the Diction¬ 
ary would be done as it has been done - all bound straight^ 
away* -It still less occurred to. me that orders would be 
given to send practioally the whole stock to Singapore* 

The official distribution (to the British Museum, Cambridge, 
Oxford, Royal libraries, Covernment offices-etc), the gift 
copies in Britain, and the review copies amounted to 80 
more or less: tjsen the Grom Agents kept 50 more, and sent 
the rest to Singapore* This seems a great mistake and there 
will have to a returning of copies to Britain to meet 
demands here* Unless the Straits Covernment means to 

I 

dispose immiediate^.y of the copies it has, it is folly 


to store thm in such a bad climate. 

The review in the Kew Bulletin wil3. short3,5r be out; 
that in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society may be 
in their January/" number; Nature has asked Kew for a review 
and these will cause more copies than the 15 available, to 
be asl« d for. Then .there will be no copies for the United 
statM and 'ranee. I «a .annoyed at rt.t see., to a 


0 t 
















case of 7 nuddJ.ing* I was not consulted in any wa3''* I was 

% 

consulted regarding the reTiew copies and I Tn3rself operted 

the question of gift copies, I ha.ve had no sa^^ "beyond 

that, I have urged to Grown Agents to do what the 3 r 

can to straighten out the position, 

Christmas is over, ^e had a party of nine. Today 

Heg. Adams and his wife_ (he was in Topham, Jones and Hail ton 

whan ZEE we were in Singapore) come, to t'^a, I shall he 

d' 

£?lad to see th*^: hut a still more welcome coining has 
been a thaw. I donU lilce the cold. Txiere has been 


no card this year 

from 

Sir 

Arthur and 

from the Prains, I 

know 

. the 

. reason wh 3 /' 

first: -^ 343 ;^ Pvel^ni 

has 

been 

ver3^ ill, 1 

it- is not sickness 

with 

t he 

Prains, Fews 


suggests that the town changes greatl 3 ^. 

lis is to read a paper on A^e. and Area at the 




Linnean on Feb. 20,his birthday. Tjiere will be nuch talk 
after it. ’Tillis ie positive in regard to 'the valne of hi 
new facts. I sav; Ililsnm at the last meetinj?, but not 
to speak to. ’Ve dram-. Ridley’s health in. the Club and 
he said that he intended for yet a very lore time to 
continue dininy v.'ith us. Hanitsch has been confined to 
<his house for a couple of months owin? to heart attacks 
but he can write cheerfully. 

Our best salaams to you :both 

Sincerel:^ ycir s 
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Cl oTa, Til e H r t, 
Leatherhead, Surrey/" 
4t3i DpcenTier, 197>5 


My dear Holttiim, 

■r 

I am, like yon^ a grasB widower; "but 
in iny case only until tomorrow* M 3 ?' wife is on a visit 
to the Lcrnies. She and i had been hopin,^ fess 
for news from yojiC a,s we had headd nothinf^ since Jusi 
after the ■?ab 3 ?’*s birth. She will be slad to hear, 

as I am, that Mrs Holttiim is well, if in need of a 
chani:e; and that the bab3?' is a 13- right* 

I am glad to hear that youn have get tho 

Dictionary and particular 3 . 3 ?- that you will review it. 
You should not have told me that however as if ties 

A' 

your pen up a bit* I be3-i6ve that Mature has 
published something, but I hav-^ot seeh it. Tomorrow 
I go to Kew and may than chance to see it* I 

have to date seen but two reviir-vs, one una.uthori- 

tative and the other bubbly, and now the note from 

1 

the Mala^ Tribune. The editor is right is calling 
it technical, but i^ any planter is not intelligent 
enough to use it, he must be poor stuff. 

My friends say nice things of it, 

shall drink Hidle 3 ?'*s health in the Linnean 
Clu-b tomorrow night. Rendle chaffing Ridley the other 
ni<?ht told him he must at least manage to live 
until then: w]e n Ridley answer^y^ that he • had receni 
ly chanced to meet the doctor who saw him through 













s-orue; and the doctor told him he was for 

" c . V 

ninety and if he liherl even one hundred. Bower 

c 

was 80 last month. Two old “bachelors 1 

I v/as sorr^^ not to have an 3 /'thing for you^or 

the Ridley celebration number. I have two short 

papers with Rend3-e for the tTourna3- of Botany, but 

neither was in any way suitable for you. One is on 

/ 

an toerican t)iosoorea and the other on the english. 

Tainsis. I flatter myself that hoth. are interesting 

* 

(to the risiht person). They dead with the length o: 
< 

the internodes being connected with the leaves in 

* " » 
a curious way. Take the bud: it is coated with 

growing leaves and the internodes are beginning to 

elongate. The internode between leaf A and leaf B 

will grow to a certain length: the internode 

% 

between B and C, will only grow to much less. But 

< 

what each grows to depends on the position of the 

leaf whether on this side or that of the a:jcis. 

The Hioscorea has two orthostich ies of maximiun 

elongation/ I3HBXSXX3^¥XMHI^DOQ5JC5X on opposite sides 

0 

The orthostichies with elongation in Tamus are' all on 
one side of the stem. My next business i-s to find 

I 

out what happens in these Bioscoreas which have 
♦ 

alternate leaves at the laiwse and apex of the sirem 
but opposite leaves in the middle. Tinter has 
stopped the work; but in spring I shall work on the 
Chinese yam which grows readily/” at hew in the open, 

f 

Toether I can go further or not I do not yet know. 





were "back in Singapore, I ^ ould go for spp. 


1 


which I fear I shall not he able to stiid 3 ''. 

In am deep in Dioscorea work. Galder before he saillj 
a month ago for Calcutta, begged me to complete the 
summary for his Annals without delay, and Chevalier 
has been at me again for the paper which promised 
him* Then I propose to write a S 3 niopsis of the African 
spp, ’ Tliere is no end to the coming of material: 

Merrill, who has not removed to Cambridge, -^ass,, is 
sending rne some v/hich I have not 3 /et seen: and I 
have just had a lot of ‘*^acific stuff from Honolulu, 

Turn please to the ^^ardens Bulletin 3, p, 4: on the plate 
facing that page Bioscorea pentaph^^lla is represented 
as nos 6 and f. Poes your herbarium contain any material 
raised from those tubers ? Honolulu sent me the same 
race (apparently) from the islands south-east of Tahiti-*- 
two tubers preserved in spirit; but wanted them back, 
and they have gone: but I have a feeling that I cAi.ght 


and- should;^ 


7^^ to insert a note on cultivated acific B.pentaphylla 

in train*s and m^r accpunt of the ©enus, 

, \ s tuff 

like to know if there is suclij^as foliage with you, 

Humphrey comes dom on Friday ard will be _ 21 on 

Sunday, I ought t^ be 45 instead of 65, to go 

climbing with him, 

t 

'7ith our best v/ishes to you both for the 
coming year. Yours ever. 
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Clova, 

Fetch AM Park, 
Leatherhead. 

Tel. Leatherhead 20Z. 
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2 9 th April, 29* 


My dear Burkill, 

Your letter of April Jrd received. I have asked 
Purtado to enquire about the word Sunti . He says Ahmad 
and Kiah say this is not a word in current use among 
Javanese and Malays in Singapore. You are doubtless 
aware of the Indian use of the word sunt and its deriva¬ 
tives. Indian shopkeepers in Singapore use it for dry 
ginger roots. A Boyanese (Lennon’s driver) says he uses 
the word sunti for dry ginger used as medicine. You have 
probably consulted Heyne (p.if78)* H^phius (V.p.l6l) and 
Ridley’s Spices (p.JSO)* 

The use of the word for Averrhoa is quite unknown 
to Ahmad; it may come from another part of the Peninsula. 

Purtado is investigating the question of pickles, 
and will report later. 

Yours sincerely. 


I. H. Burkill, Esquire, 

Clova, 

The Mount, 

PetCham Park, 

V 

Leatherhead, 

f 3o|^ 
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22 nd April, 29# 


My dear Burklll, 

Your letter of January 12th about Chabang pintal 

etc* has at last received attention. 

Atmad obtained in Singapore fruits of Helicteres 
isora under the name Chabai pintal . He says this is 
the usual Singapore name. He does not know of Chabai ^ 
tali in Singapore. I have written to Penang to ask ^ 
Abdul Kadir to send you specimens from the market there. 

Ahmad has obtained a Piper (? from Java) which 
I send herewith, under the name Kemukus, also known as 
Chabai ekor, or lada ekor. This may be of interest 
to you in view of an earlier query. 

Yours sincerely, 

f ‘ ■ 


I. H. Burkill, Esq., 


Clova, 

* The Mount, 

PetCham Park, 




Leatherhead. 
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f Clova, The Mount, 

1*61Cham i^ark, 
^eatherhead. 


■C^cW 

(^Ui^ >“ --Ao . 

My dear Holttum, 




12th« Januray, 1929 

I_ 'cLjA^ 


The fruits of ttelicteres isora are sold in shops 
for medicinal use. A good name for them seems to be 

chabang pintal or **twi8tedjrf6 pointsS 

( 

In Wilkinson*s Dictionary and Watson*s name list we meet 
witji chabal tali for it. On the other hand 

Haniff and I got a Piper- as chabai tali, 

I suspect that ttelictcres is not chabal tali 
and that one error has been the cause of the application 

of this name to it; but whose error I do not know. Wilkinson 
got it from somewhere and at son copied Wilkinson; and we shall- 

all of As- go on copying it unless we disentangle ourselves. 

If you can, send to the baxaar wherever you like for 
chabang pintal ,and JIXJLH. chabai tali^ 
and see what you get. Kuala Kangsar supplied the Piper which 
carried the name of chabal tali, 15976 in your 
^erbarium; and ^enang may be fruitful. Chabai tali 

occurs in the Medical book of Malayan medicine. 

I notice that tali and pintal might refer alike to the 
twisted ends of the loculi of the fruit of ^elieteres. 

Watson is (?twice overjwron^ for he has altered chabang 
pintal into chabai pintal^ ttJ 

Yours over 


/ 



iukAy 




f 1 9 


^habai e. kor and lada ekor are names to be 
enquired into also. 
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Glova, 

The Mount, 

Fetcham Park, 
Leatherhead, 


16th. Fovemher, 1 28 


My dear Holtturn. 


I have been working at Curcuma today; and I 


find that there are ten vernacular names which I ca.nnot 
place. I am writing therefore to suggest that 3^011 should 
endieavout to get into cultivation • these Curcumas, with the 
intention of ascertaining what the^^ are. You possihlj^ will- 
not "be able to do much that will be of immediate service 
to me; but the work wants doing and 3^^011 have in Furtado and 
your^ Malays the machinery® 

These are the Curcumas 

temu giring: what in the Peninsula uncertain; in Java C.he 3 meana 
temu padang 
temu lampu 

teimi yang: the name perha,ps onl}/ wafted over from Sarawak: 

temu put eh; apparently for C. zeodaria, which is temu kunj,ng . 

also ; and why both white and yellow ? /Wui^ ^ 

u u/tUC C X 

temu raya " 

temu lilin 

temu urat, also written temu/.rat 

temu lati , which in Java is C. euchroma 

temu badoh, said 'by Ridley to be the same as the la.st 

They are more likely to flower in Penang than in Singapore 
though of some it is said that they never flower. Dupli- 
ca.tion is advis?.ble. 

Careful notes of the colour and smell of the tubers 
should be made, ^^aleton* s paper in Bull. Jard.Hot Buitenzorgiji 


B 


ser. 2,xv^27, is valuable. He had some material sent to him from 
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Clova, 

The Mount, 

Fetcham Park, 
Leatherhead, 

20 th. Movemher, 1928 



My dear Holt turn, 

Ghipp -went off to the Soudan and Cyprus at 
the beginning of the month , and the ^‘‘ew Bulletin was made 

up for the rest of the year before he went. As' Hill does 
not want my paper 'on Brassica, will the Asiatic Society 
tfike it, I have made a -I’lfh and clean copy so that there 
should be little trouble with proofs, and I ' shall not need X 
to see them. 2s ' W,,,..'. A - /C/o 


The 15.ttle note on Blainvillea, as emended and returned, mav 

9 # M 

he put into your asserahling raa.teria,l for a corner in the 

* t 

• • * , - 

' * iT ■ ’ 

m • . 

G-ardens Bulletin. 

Hooper has not let me have a,ny MS. of his paper on 
Chinese drugs. Dr. Augustine ttenry v/;oj.s in on TimBddyy^ooking 
for Hooper, wgio had expecteci him on Tuesday: and* so they played 
atN dross-purposes. But Henr 2 ^’s visit is resulting in ray making 
enquiries here for printers who ha,ve Chinese t^rpe, and there¬ 
fore tould print the whole laaper as part 3, of vol. 5 of your 

I 

Bulletin. Henrvj^jji(aa >rjj'ht> Hooper adopt mandarin chi- 

nese instea,d of the harharisms' of the drug-seller in ^atu 
Sajah, and the Chinese chara-cters will enable the barbarian to 
reproduce his sounds. ' 


-I 


Many thanks for the sample of Musi or It is Qarum 

copticiim. I am returning the sample as I thihk ^rou should keep 
keep it for reference. 

I have written to you an enclosure regarding Curcuma. I am 
puzzled by Ridley’s work, which I can onlj/- interpret b^^ assumii^ 
that he united Curcuma zeoda.ria a,nd G, xanthorrhiza, when in the 
East, and • aftervmrds at Kew when writing his Flora 

smothered the points which he shoaild have brought out.. The 

^ X.4.44J« 

first as I understand them is terau knning, with 3 /'ellow rhizome 

- » 

A 

from which grow pale yellow tuberous roots: and the second is 
, temu £awas, with a similar rhizome, but brilliantly orange 



F 5011 ( 




r. 


talkerou6 rpots. Then there is G, with a blue ti:\^ 

in ttem, I have no certain knox^ledge luwr coramon or rare the,%are 
^-elatively. In the Kev/ herbarium is a. specimen of one or another 
collected for Griffith near Malacca, and there is no informa- 

t 

tion with it upon its underground parts. There is a specimen 
from Balik Pulau collected by Curtis, do,, and another by Ridley 

t 

do., except that R. In a paper in the Journ.Ro^/’.AB,Soc, describ- 
*■ 

es the underground parts ascrange, though it is not clearly 
■ ■ i 

indicated if he had borrowed the observation or had made it 
himself. Last/ly there is a. temu hitam from Bukit Timah. 

If the name is of any good, t^nu hitara should contrast with 
temu put eh and while temu put eh is zeodatia, be xanthorrhiza. . 

The Malays know these plants we do not, and it would. 

. * f * ‘ 

I . . • • 

be a very good thing if you could direct enquiries. 

You will have written to Penang to get back my enquiries 

* V 

on drugs in the "Medical book of Malay medicine". I wo3:k at it 
as I can, I have just run down what the scribe called "anta^ran 

• t ■ 

(sending leaves)" as Kelia azadirachta. 

Our best salaams 

Yours eve r 
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I/th December, 


28 , 


My dear Burkill, 

I have received your letters of November l 6 th 
(Diet .166 on Curcuma) and November 20th, and the MS on 
Brassica. The R.A.S. journal is very much booked up 
for next year already (Chasen tells me he has more material 
than can be printed) so that I don’t knoiv /whether your 

■m 

paper could be accepted early. However, I might manage to 
put it into the Gardens Bulletin. My policy is to print 
'what I can, and if funds run short to ask for more. I 
don’t think they would be refused. I will let you know 
definitely a little later. 

Carr has given me a paper with descriptions 
and most excellent figures .of a number of new orchids and 
I want to print this as V0I.5 pai*t 1 , as Chasen is doubt¬ 
ful of accepting it. That would mean Hooper’s paper being 
nos.2 - if (if 100 pages), and I would cable you the first 
page number for it. I gather from your letters that it 
is not likely to go to press immediately. Vol.IV nos.11- 
12 is now in page proof. Your note on Blainvillea I have 
given to Henderson to incorporate sometime with other 
corrections of Ridley’s writings. 

As regards Curcumas, I have asked Ahmad to col¬ 
lect all he can and we will grow them. He says that 
formerly Ridley had a large collection in cultivation. 

I will also have some collected in Penang. Haniff has 
given me no reply about your enquiries from the ’’Medical 
Book of Malay Medicine”; I will remind him again shortly. 




I fear he has not'managed to answer more than a few of the 
questions. 

I have lately planted out plants of Byrsonima 
crassifolia and they are doing well. I cannot remeinber 
at the moment where the seeds came from. 

Best leaves for Penang on Saturday and Plippance 
for home on the 25 th. I expect Corner on February 28th. 

1 Yours sincerely. 


I. H. Burkill, Esqurre, 

Clova, 

The Mount, 

PetCham Park, 

Leatherhead, Surrey, 



ENGLAl^D. 
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Ker'ba.riim 


RG^^sil’Botcinic Grardens 


Kew, Surre^^ • 
7 th', Octoher, 1925 


Dear ^‘enderson 


All the {•videnoft that I have gjoes te 


show that in 1886 Kunstler left Taiping: altogether and 


esta.'blished hir-iself on the ^ernan river, v/hence he hotan' 


ised in the valleys of SELANTtOR, not perak, Ke reached 


Ulu Selangor, that is to say the nei{;;hhourhcod of the-Gap: 
and he hotPvnised up the Kol stream which enters the 
^elangor stream nearer to Kuala Ku'bu than the half way to the 
^ap. Rrohahly the Euhong streara is a trihutar 3 '- of the 
Kol (Wliich he calls Kal) , But I have written to Lowingtrr 
to ask if he can identify the -^uhong for i^e. The 
•‘^^erling is then the Kerling which we well know, that runs 
under the railway at **^erling station,/ 

I am trying to run down a funny place of Griffith's. 



He wrote on some of his 


am endeavouring to see if this is pot the result of 
an eurasian ©r taiaiil collector coming to Griffith with plants 
and replying te Griffith's question Yvhence they came,, "by 
saying ‘'from very far, near A],©r Gajah"* That locality and * 
his other IRiin/ghulD. are not ijlaces on the map* 

I ara putting dowm Ulu Buhong, TJlu Kal and Ulu Kerling 
all as square 5g* 


Sincerely yours 



fiojlH 



Her’bariiim, 

. Roj/'a,l Botanic O-p^rdens, 

" s ' 

Surrey, 

26th. September, 1^25 

f 

Dear Henderson, 

. • 

For information rega.rding plants my "best 

thanks p 

I struck the locality Kwala Buhong today in the 
Journal of the Straits hrahch of the Ro^^'al Asiatic Society 


54, p, 119 in one 

of 

E*TvhEirch*s accounts 

of- the 

taking 

over of Upper ^ 

erak 

from the Siamese in 

1909 : 

but 

I 

am yet uncertain 

if 

Kunstler* s ITlu Bubong 

c oul d 

be 

upon 


the same stream* I pass the information that I have 
to you in case 3 ^ou are ahle to throv/ any light on to 
the locality. You will find that Birch was journeying to 
Belum. He had passed through Berusong rdiich is upon th-e 
maps and had not reached Feneris, which is' also upon 
the maps^; a,nd so we are ahle to fix this Kuala 
^\ihong fairly well* But whether in 1886 Kunstler could get 

■f « 

into such wild country and make hig collections is another 
matter. I am so far unahle to see de ^organ’s map of erak 

■9 

made in 1886* If he, however, could survey in the region 

where this Kuala^^Buhong is, perhaps Kunstler could collect 

there, I hoping that Galder will report to me from 

* ? 

Calcutta that he possesses letters from KunSB.er to King. 

I have got together this information of Kunstler*s 



earlier collectings 

in May, 1880 he was in Singapore and seems to have 
remained there until August or September, when he went to 
Gopeng, and Sungei Raya until near the end of the year. 

1881 the month of Janua3r^^ finds him again in Singapore 
April in B^nang, -‘^ay in B^edah, and with June he settled at 
•^aiping. Unless he went to Gopeng in Kovemher, he remained 
there for three quarters of a year 

1882, in the month of ^ay he seems to have been on the 
Sungkai, and then to have returned to Thaiping where he remained 




'u whole year 

•' c 

18S3, in June he went to (lopeng and was there until 
August, when he went to -^enang and on the ^aiping again 

t* • 

* 1884^ in -^arch he went to Chanderiang, and Ctopeng, 

returning to -^haiping in July and staying there for the rest 
of the ;^e ar 

« 

1885, at the conmiencement of the j^ear he was in 

Kinta again* I have not yet collected many dates for the 

rest of that year, hut Jul^?' specimens hear the locality 

• * 

Batafeg Padang 
■ 
t 

1886, in April he went tov/ards the Semaingkolc pass 

and I suppose that his specimens ticketed -^ernam river 

¥ 

» 

were got not far from where it comes out of the hills 

In July he collected in Ulu Buhong. 

• * 

^^aving found him in April right to the south of 

Perak, I Vvas prepared to believe TTlu Buhong also south, 

and I suspected that his Ulu “‘^erling, Perak should he Ulu 
• * * 

■^'^erling, Selangor, he having crossed the houndarj^ vvithnut 

» 

Imowing it. Now I do not know what to suspect, 

I shall write again as soon as ^alder replies to my 


letter to 

him. 





I think that 

we 

t t 

ought to 

work 

♦ 

out Alvins’ movements by 

the dajjes 

upon 

his 

t 

labels; and that 

can only he done in 

Singapore , 

v;here 

the 

specimens 

are. 

* 

I believe tha>t Md, 

Uur could 

hreak 

the 

hack of 

such 

Vvork for you. 


Sincerely yours 





) 
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The Cainp , 

Crreat Bookham, Surrey 
5t?i* Becemher, 3.925 


My dea,r Holt turn. 


I have had a had cold, and in consequent*. 


missed the last eastTi\'ard mail. I had in fact to take my 

cold to . ted. Monday last hrou^ht snow, I got over 

to Kew, and there found you letter mth the Bill of 

ilxchange for £15. I did not get it taken over to the mm 

hank, and it is my pocket still. My best thanks for it. 

As you Jaiow I have not spent so much; and I have been 

■^'vondering if I should put the balance into succulents 

and not 

or bulbs w hich ca..n travel unescorts?d,^ s brides and v/ard- 
ian cases must be. I hope to get to Kew on Monday 
next a.nd to T)e able to consult someone. Succulents from 
Haage at Brfurt, and Kippeastrums , have occurred to me 
as desidera,ta. with you. 

You know more about m^^ possible successor than I 
do. I cannot tell you who is thought of, 

"Collectors, collections arid collecting places'* is 
tipped in duplicp^te. l^en I ha.ve put my own corrections into 
one copy, I shall ask Hidle;^ to read it. The second copy 


Vvill be made a fair copy for sending to you that it may 
receive a further ^ polishing, and if you will printing. It 
runs to 100 type written pages of this size.,' say a double 
number of the Bulletin* Complementary copies to the larger 
herbaria of the world woulc^Jbe worth sending out. 

Y/hen I wa,s t^rping the last part, I did the enclosc^t 
list in triplicate, that I might be able to send an advance 
copy to Singapore, ^en tenderson to scrap the list sent 
ea,rlier. I ought to w-rite to him; but a,m not quite ready, . 
You might mention to him however that de Alvis w/as a oingha- 
lese artist employ?;ed in the Gardens at Singapore, Alvins 
(RiMyy v^rites Alw/ins) an eurasian emploj^ed in the forest 
seirvice under Oantle^^ in Malacca , Bor some repvson the latter 


shied at Ridley and resigned when he was apj^ointed Director,. 


You 




renein'ber Buloraraanion* s old hou.se vhere the ’Tamil 

\ 

lines now are ? That house was huilt for de Alvds hv 

Ridle^^ without consulting the P.T^.T), and he burned his 

fingers therehjr as he as asked why he v;aB doing 3CXXX 

housing which was a function of the 

The de Alwis family has furnished several artists. It 

■vva.s Just one member of the fa-mil^^ who came to Singapore 

but in • the collection of draw^ings is one of a fungus 

* 

wnother raeraber of t,}ae family whioh beats anything that 
the Singapjore de Alwis could do* 

7;e have been finding out why the faults of the 
Gamp are so evident - why it .turns its back on the sun 
and is so tucked up unnecessarily against the road. It 
begah as the gardener■s cottage of a house 300-400 yards 
away. Then it v;a<s sold, and the first buyer built a bit 
and the second buyer another bit. It is such a cold 
house. It takes an anthracite stove and an electric radiator 
combined to make ^.he dining room warm. The original 
cottage kitchen stove is still in the kitchen, and there 
are two other antiques in the heating line in the Bcullen^, 
V/e are learning things to avoid in our own house, 

?/ith our best salaaxas, 

Yours ever. 




4 ^. Uf 'U.. UU! /U ^ 
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A C H A R S , 

1. Averrhoa Bllimbl • Riliobing , 





Take half«»rlpe Billmbings (fruits)» and after washing thou in 
water« apply salt and keep them in the hot sun for an hour mx so. 

Then put them in salt water (submerged). Green chillies may be 

% 

added to improve taste. This preparation will keep well for 
about three months. (Ahmad) 

2. Biliabings suiy be put directly in salt water, without'any 
previous salting and drying, but this achar is not so good as 
Ho«l. both as regards its taste and keeping qualities. 

KjtB. Carambola, Tiaun, Bachang, Manga, Kuini (Mangifera 

. X 

odorata). Chilli hijau, Cheremai (Cicca), Malaka (Ssiblica), 
Saw! (leaf of Brassica which will keep for 10 months), 

Lobah (tubers), Kadondong (Spondias spp.), Bawang Merah, 
Rubong (Bamboo shoots) and various other edible fruits may 
be used in either of the above ways. (Almiad) 

(To these Mohamed Bur adds the following:* Bawang puteh 
(which Ahmad says he cannot or does not use), Kanar 
(Canarium sp.), Tampang (muda) (Artocarpus Goaesiana), 

Jerami (perianth of the Bangka and Chempedah), MMan puteh 
(leaves of Gynandropsls pentaphylla), Bugenia uniflora 
(fruits), half ripe fruite of Petal (Parkia aalacceneie) 
and Buah Prah (the Tapes). He says he has not seen Rubong 
used, nor do his people know about the pickle of Rubong. 
Tuapoyak (fresh pips of inferior durian) preserved in salt 
with a little of Kunyet powder added to it, but no water, 

3. All the above Inclusive of 3ilimbing aa:^ be dried for many 
days in the sun so as to make theni give out as much water as 
possible, and then preserve them by keeping them immersed in a 
concentrated solution of salt in water. Green chillies may be 
added to improve the taste. This will last longer, even for a 
year. (Ahmad) 







2 


i 

4. All the ahoTe articles may be preserved in vinegar. In 
addition to the above articles, the following may be uoed:- 

Limau asam, Bawang puteh, Hmbot (Palm cabbage), Green chilli. 

Ginger, Papaya, etc, (Ahmad) 

5. Put 3ili«blng in boiling hot syrup of sugar and then keep. 

This will keep for a long time, a year or more. Strictly speak- 

ing this is not an achar. but a TjTanisoan (sweets). According 
Mohamed Nur the following ire also prepared in this way;- Seeds 
of half ripe fruits of Kabong (arenga saccharifera), flesh of 
Buah Pala (Kutroeg), fruits of Llmati Kasturi,. Kulet of Limau Bali 
(Pumelo) Limau Kerinket (Triphasia trlfolia, P. Wilson), fruit of 
Betek Rambeh (i.e. Betek gantong or Papaya with flowers on long, 
pendulous peduncles), Bunga Betek Rambeh, Nanas, Nangka (both pips, 
as well as the skin after the removal of the duri ), Sukun (young 
fruits of Actocarpus communis), etc. 

6. Aohars of Timum, Bawang merah, Limau aaam and Hubong are also 
made by cooking. Lisiau asam is first boiled to got rid of its 
acidity and then preserved in salt water. (ahmad) 

7. Hanga is cooked with a few chillies, sugar, and ghee (olarified 
butter) and is ceirved (at big feaste) as Pachree (which I suppose 

is a kind of achar or appetiser). Pachree can be made also of 
Brinjals and Pineapple) (Mohamed Hur) 

8. Limau ICasturi and Limau Klpis are salted and moistened with 
a little water and kept for ten to fifteen days, after which the 
achar is ready to be eaten (Mohamed Hur). 

9. Dry the two above limes, fry them in coconut oil and Rumpah 

tumie, and eat. Rmapah tuiTiis is a massala consisting of a 
mixture of various articles. The shopkeepers mix them at the time 

of selling, or the women direct them to mix according to their own 
taste. (Mohamed Kur) 

10. Put Bilimbing in boiling hot water and then add some salt. 
After keeping it bottled for about 3 or 4 days, the achar is ready 
to be eaten. This may served with the addition of little Kttaoheu 


chillies (Mohauaed Hur). 
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Clova, Th# Kount^ 

Ltathfrhitad, f5urrty 
iSngl and 

19th«S«>pttm'b«r|1930 

i 

Dtar Sir, 


1 har® rtceltrtd from Singapor# a list of your 


determinations of 

the 

Begonias 

of 

the 

herbarium of the 

Botanic hardens; 

and 

it seems 

to 

me 

that at this stage 


X can perhaps do a aarvlc# by aending to your •ona cora» 


ments, which you will, I 

k 

desire to be helpiUl, 

hope 

r«o*iv«. 

as made in 

a genuine 

In the first plaoe 

please accept 

my best 

thanks 

for the compliment which 

you 

have paid me in naming a 

a species after me. You 

will 

however 

find the 

name pre- 


occuplt<f by BurkAIXit > IXinn in Kiw Bull*19P.0,p. 40, 

It may be that th«re has been a copying mistake 

* i : 

in th* list which I havs rscsirsd, the nwnes B.yoxworthvi 
B. Nurii n havlbg been transposed; for Raniff and Mlir 
10199 at Singapore i» a oo-type of B^yoxworthyi a Ridley , 
flora *al, -^enins, 5,19^5,p, 311| but . the list calls It 
B^Huri i and calls Nur 12026 B^foxworthyl • 

■ 

■ d 

- ^ I 

■ There are uncertainties regarding B, decora . The 

foundation of the name is to be found in a garden plant 

sent by Curtis to the firm of feitch, exhibited by them 
• • ^ 
under a wrong name (see Sard, Chron,) renamed by Stapf, 

commented on by Watson (Oarden and forest 5) and described 

by Nlchoison in an appendix to the Kew Bulletin, Kew has 

lost the original stoOk, but renewed its supply from 

a continental garden. You have seen In the Singapore 

collection two sheets collected by Curtis, one from Lankawl 

i 

» 

which is to the north of Penang, and the other from 
^ (Kinong Biijong Ifalaka in central f:erak. The first you admit 
A as B, decora, but query the second. Few ^atson eaj^s that 

‘7' * 

f B, decora came from ^erak, which is a reason for connecting 

I ’ * 

I 

I 

j the Perak plant with the name, though not the individual 

/ 

•\ » » 

I 

i. 

















8h«ft which you hart hb Curtle had not rlslttd 

otntral Ptrak at the datt whtn ht stnt g, dtcora to 

Ttltoh. Ht had rlslttd llankawlo 

If I had any rtason for thinking that Watson* 8 
stattmtnt of its origin from Ptrak could ht wrong tht 
qutstlon would btcomt slmpl8« 

Tht "P^THk plants which you admit as B. decora ,namt* 

ly ttlom, Bldlty 14006; Caratron*s plattau at ^anah Runto, 
Htndtrson 17B21, at tht wattrfalllRobinson * s falls) Symington 
20941 and at cair^ no,4, Rtndtrson 11672, all ooms from 
a rtry rsstrictsd arta higli up tht fcii^untalnB ortr tht 
town of ?apah, which was quit# lnacc#sal1)l# at th# tim# 

wh#n Curtis ooll#ct#d. On# asks th#r#fort instinctlT#ly if 

th# 8p#ci#s which Is apparently common round about ^amsron* 

■ 

plateau, is exactly that which occurs low down on Qunong 
Bujong BalaBa, and again in the lonkawi islands. Perhaps 
you might try to JOUntroduoe it into cultllpatlon from 
Cameron's plateau for further study. 


I appreciate you view in regard to B«isontera 


and 

B, Holttumil* The 

latter 

is much more 

a lowland plant 

than 

th* fom«r. Also 

yout 

treatment of 

B, H'cisakarlii 

seems to clear muche 



I* 


There will be 

a description In 

the next Issue 

of 

1 

the Kew Bulletin of one 

i 

of the Blamese species with 

which you have dealt* 

but I 

cannot tell 

you which nor 

Its 

new name, as the 

proof- 

sheets hare not come under 

my 

eyes. 





I am, Yours faltlafUlly 


I,H,Butkill 


^err. Prof, Dr 


Irmscher. 
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Cl ora , The Mount, 

therhead, Surrey 
England 

7th Horemher,1953 


Ridley claims that he planted all the three 
hamhoos in your photo,* which is prohatle. I did not. 

Is not the near one of the three Schizostachyum hrachy- 
cladum ? Ritiley at first said that he got it from Siam, 
hSft then corrected himself and said that he got it from 
Java. I doubt if he quite knows. 

Bendrocalamus Ha iltonii is thought to be in cultivation 
in Java, hut has not been recorded for the "iJtalay "^eninsula , 
D.asper is* recoded for the neighbourhood af all the three 

* V • 

Settlements, Gantley brought D, glgaenteuB into the G'ardens in 

j886o 3D, strictus seems to Have been planted in the low ground 
at'Government House. 

I 

I have been * working at the Imperial Institute and 

usmng Summers Improvement of the Yield of Hevea brasiliensis 

I find a somewhat unimformed statement there about the 
* *. * 

Singapore Gardens tre’es. He says thatlwhen you took over 

(implying that you were not there with me) you found one 

tree 'left and that it was soon after cut Vdown on account of 

*root disease, I suppose he refers to tree 25. Did the 

PaW.D. sweep away every other tree and ultimately it ? 

Next you have a bud graft of that tree on lawn A, 

Can you make no use of ij for selection work ? If you can 

do nothing else you can give bud wood from it to those who 

can use it. 

It was good of you to wTite to me about the 
Dictionary, Yours is the only information that I have. 

My own opinion is that 1000 copies is just too few. This 
is how I work it out, TLie Asiatic Society has about 500 
memiE rs and we may take that as about the number of well- 

instructed men,.who \mll have the wish for the book. 

Then beyond there should be 20^ planters who could 
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* 



appreciate it,'making 700: another 100 cepiesjouglit to 

I 

sell in England, another 50 in India, and another 50 
in various European and North American countries^, making 

I 

900: as the Dutch in the Diit^h Infies are good hook- 

t 

.huyers another hundred may sell there; and there wont 

he a copy left .for . me. John Murray suggest three 
• . « 

guineas , per copy (two volumes) if 1000 copied.he printed 
hut two if 2000-copies, .leaving a-very handsome margin 
of profit. . To cheapen the hook is- worth some sacri¬ 
fice. ^ - 


I expected that Tempany would he consulted about the 

. . -i. 

hook. He has been perfectly useless to me, whether from 

\ 

' , •' indifference or what I do not know. He promised this and. 

that , hut never did ^anything. Ifhen in England he did 
not wish to see me.’ I have not the slightest notion 

•i 

what views he will express to the G-overnment. 

• w • 

. Corner .is working at Kew. As the fungi are far below 
me and he. seems not to leave the bottom floor, I 
.sometimes don*t see , him .at all- though I know he is there. 
Try to verify the D.Hamiltonii, please; .for if y^ou 
, are pretty .sure that ^^ou haveit, I must slightly alter 

*«r ‘ • 

^ the wording of my article on Deibdrocalamus, 

. With best salaa.ms 
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My dear. Burkill, 

I am getting Pestana to make a careful survey 
of all bamboos in the garden, and a map showing their positions. 
He is collecting culm sheaths, taking care to get perfect 
ones, amd we find that the species are usually easily 
distinguished by the sheaths* Also we have been able to 
name a good many species, with more or less accuracy, by 
consulting Gamble and Koorders* Some we cannot name at all, 
but I think we have got them straighten' than had been 
previously possible. 


There is a very fine bamboo, not for from Dalvey 
Gate, of which I should like to know the history. I think 
it is a Schizostachyunu Sappi says he thinks you planted 


it. It is towards the left of the enclosed photograph. 


The culm sheaths have ^|i|st curiously corwex blade, and 


broadly wrinkled auricles; the young culms are a bright 
glaucous colour. I saw something very like it the other 
Kedah, but the Kedah plant had woolly auricles* - ■ 

The other two bamboos in the photograph are 
Glgantochloa; I am not sure whether they are both the same 
species* After seeing a lot of bamboos in Kedah recently, 
and inspection of herbarium specimens, I am pretty sure that 
the further of the clumps in the photo is G.Scortechinii* 

The other one has no young culms at present* We have also 
G.Kurzii, G*apu6 and G.atter; and a bamboo commonly eul^vatedin 


for the young shoots is also a Glgantochloa, but I am not sure 
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